Plantation Worker Letter Home               Name_____________________

Due Date____________                              Period______

SS. 7HHK 3.5 - Describe the coming of early immigrant groups (including Chinese, Portuguese, and Japanese) to Hawaii as contract laborers, their experiences in the plantation system, aspects of their culture that was brought with then (including beliefs, knowledge, and/or practices), and the relationships that developed between themselves as well as others (including inequalities on the job, cultural diffusion, and/or assimilation)

Directions

· Imagine you were on of the plantation immigrant workers here in Hawaii. Your job will be to write a letter back to you family members describing/explaining all aspects of your life on the plantation.

Here are things your letter MUST cover:

· Reason(s) why you accepted a plantation contract

· What  your daily life like on the plantation is like (sun up to sun down)

· job        

· housing

· relationships with each of the other plantation worker immigrant groups
· Parts of your culture (language, music, religion, sports, food) have you shared with other plantation workers
· Does your experience on the plantation meet your expectations? Explain why or why not.

· Voice:  It must be written using the voice of the person (personality) experiencing life on the plantation.  Examples:  humorous, sarcastic, sad (depressed), emotional, angry, etc. . . .

Social Studies Rubric:

	Rubric

	Exceeds
	Meets
	Incomplete

	Describe, with clear and precise detail, the coming of early immigrant groups to Hawaii as contract laborers, their experience in the plantation system, aspects of their culture that was brought with them, and the relationships that developed between themselves as well as others.   Completes extension activity.  

· Cultural aspects your immigrant group has shared

· Filipino cultural aspects shared

· Chinese cultural aspects shared

· Japanese cultural aspects shared

· Puerto Rican Cultural aspects shared

· Portuguese Cultural aspects shared

· Korean Cultural aspect shared
	Describe, with clear and precise detail, the coming of early immigrant groups to Hawaii as contract laborers, their experience in the plantation system, aspects of their culture that was brought with them, and the relationships that developed between themselves as well as others 

· Cultural aspects your immigrant group has shared

· Filipino cultural aspects shared

· Chinese cultural aspects shared

· Japanese cultural aspects shared

· Puerto Rican Cultural aspects shared

· Portuguese Cultural aspects shared

· Korean Cultural aspect shared
	Something is incorrect or missing and needs to be revised.


Language Arts Rubric

Letter Graphic Organizer
Which voice do you plan on using? _________________________________________
Opening of your letter 
Who are you writing to?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where are you writing from?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did you accept a Plantation Contract?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you plan to do when your contract is up?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Your daily life (include your job, your home, daily routine)
Explain your morning routine:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explain what you do for a job on the plantation:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Explain what you do in the evening.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Relationships with other workers: What Parts of your culture have you shared with other workers. You need include at least ONE per immigrant group in your letter.
Cultural aspect(s) your immigrant group has shared:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Filipino cultural aspect(s) shared with you: 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chinese cultural aspect(s) shared with you:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Japanese cultural aspect(s) shared with you:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Puerto Rican Cultural aspect(s) shared with you:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Portuguese Cultural aspect(s) shared with you:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does life on the plantation meet your expectations? Yes or no and explain why!
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Exemplar Letter

Dear Mom and Dad,

I really miss you guys a lot.  It is tough being so far away without any family.  Lucky for me that the people I work with are very nice and treat me like a part of their family. Even if it is the black sheep--baaa.  I have been sharing parts of our Italian culture with them and you would be amazed at the things I am learning from them.
I know that you guys still feel bad about me having to leave.  You just did not have enough land for me to make my own farm and create my own family. Unless I made them out of clay and tell people that they are just really tan?—no can’t do that either because you need soil for clay and land for soil.  So I really didn’t have a choice after all.  Hopefully with the money I have earned I will be able to buy a small piece of land when come back to Italy. So I can start a family, clay or real, and live close to you guys.

My Life here is very difficult.  I wake up before the sunrise and I spend the day chopping sugar cane. I go to bed at sunset and I work about 12 hours. But you can’t beat the pay I get eight dollars a month!  If I don’t get up on time or if I am not working hard enough a Portuguese man called a LUNA whips me on the back to remind me of my job—as if I forgot--I am standing in the middle of a sugar cane field.  On the bright side the weather is hot and steamy. I have to wear all of these clothes to protect myself from the sharp sugar cane leaves so I have been losing pounds like crazy.  I will have abs of steal by the time I come home!  So what if I almost pass out from heat exhaustion a beautiful body doesn’t come cheap.  My home life is alright, they have built a small house for me to live in and it has a comfortable bed and a small kitchen.  They pay for my food and all I have to do is cook it up when I go home.   I wish we had a bath tub because it is not fun standing in line to use the same tub.  I know what you are thinking get your minds out of the gutter.  Of course it is one at a time but it is dirty none the less.  
In situations like this it is easy to make friends fast.  I guess when you are in a tough situation like this one everyone kind of sticks together—especially with this humidity--I am always covered in sweat!  Mom I hope you don’t mind but I have started sharing your secret recipe for spaghetti sauce with my fellow workers.  It is really cool because I am learning how to cook some very interesting and tasty things like Filipino adobo, Puerto Rican pastelles, Chinese fried rice, Korean barbeque, and Japanese sushi.  I have also learned how to play some new instruments.  The Portuguese guys play this little guitar called a ukulele.  It has only four strings but it makes beautiful music, I can’t wait to play it for you. It sounds like this, “my dog has fleas”.  Well only if it is in tune. The hardest thing to overcome when making friends was the whole language thing. We mainly stood around shaking our heads and grunting like cavemen.  I thought for a while the sun had baked all of their brains but I found out that there are workers from Portugal, the Philippines, Korea, China, and Japan and we all speak different languages. Our common language a majority English with a splash of each of the others.  They call it pidgin.  No we don’t go around saying coo coo coo it is more like. 
 “Hey I went gone benjo and some donkey went gone dakine all over. So I neva go.”  

I will translate that potty humor when I come home. Believe you me I am coming because life here is not exactly what I expected.  I thought it was going to be a little easier--as in no whips and some occasional beach time!  I have only two more years on my contract and I will be able to return home and buy myself a nice little farm and make this experience a distant memory.  I am enclosing two dollars for you guys.

Love Always,

Your little boy Jeremy

Letter Key:  You will color code or come up with symbols that will detail where you have included each of the following in your letter.


Filipino cultural aspects shared


Chinese cultural aspects shared


Japanese cultural aspects shared


Puerto Rican Cultural aspects shared


Portuguese Cultural aspects shared


Korean Cultural aspect shared


Voice


Cultural aspects your immigrant group has shared








